DRS. DAVIS AND WILSON were the first of a long line of medical men who attended, or were appointed to attend, Queen Victoria throughout her lifetime of nearly eighty-two years. Also assisting at the birth was a midwife, Friaulein Siebold, who, although she also held a medical qualification, did not sign the bulletin. It is an interesting coincidence that the Frilulein also attended at the birth of Prince Albert.
The methods by which members of th, medical household were selected are obscure. Some, we know, were promoted from the lower grades. It is probable that some names were suggested by their predecessors, or were recommended by the Presidents of the various Royal Colleges, or by members of the Royal Household. The arrangements were different in Ireland (see below). However selected, these medical men were mostly recognized as leaders of their profession. At least fifty-seven were at some time Presidents of the appropriate Royal Colleges. Forty-two were Fellows of the Royal Society, including two Presidents, Lord Lister and Sir Benjamin Collins Brodie. APPOINTMENT The procedure for the appointment of the Medical Household, as for other Household Officers, was governed by an Act of Parliament passed in 1536 (27 Henry VIII, c. 11) and so was, not surprisingly, cumbersome. All appointments to the Royal Household, from the Captain of the Honourable Corps of Gentlemen at Arms and Ladies of the Bedchamber to watermen and chimney-sweeps, were made under a Warrant issued by the Lord Chamberlain, with the resounding prose of a legal document. To 
THE GRADES OF MEDICAL ATTENDANT
In England and Scotland, the Physicians-and Surgeons-in-Ordinary were the consultants to the Queen, but at times acted as her general practitioners. Like other patients, she had likes and dislikes, and naturally her attendants conformed to her wishes. The senior of the physicians was styled Head of the Medical Department and the senior of the Surgeons as Sergeant Surgeon. There were variable numbers in these offices, the usual being three physicians and three surgeons, so that in an emergency there would be at least one available. Various specialists, accoucheurs, oculists, and aurists are included in the lists of physicians or surgeons.
The second grade was that of the Physicians and Surgeons Extraordinary. They formed a second line and were in a sense on probation. Many, but not all, were in due time promoted to being in-Ordinary. A few of those in-Ordinary, usually because they had become incapacitated by age or ill health, reverted to being Extraordinary. This was a compliment paid for long service. The Physicians-and Surgeons-in-Ordinary were senior men when appointed, and served for an average period of only twelve years. The Apothecaries were much younger when appointed, and served for an average of twenty-two years, and some for over forty years. The Apothecaries were appointed in pairs, and were local general practitioners, often with family connexions. The family of John Nussey (1799-1862) had been Apothecaries to the Royal Family and Household for over 100 years. The Merrimans were a father and two sons, the Ellisons a father and son, the Fairbanks two brothers, and the Hoffmeisters a father and four sons.
The Lord Chamberlain's Warrants sometimes specify the place of the Apothecary's appointment, such as Windsor, Kensington, Osborne, or Brighton, but at other times merely state "to the Household". The last probably meant to Buckingham Palace, but the Queen did not like this palace and mostly resided at Windsor or Osborne.
In Scotland, there were no appointments as Apothecaries, but there were Resident Physicians at Balmoral, who fulfilled much the same functions.
In Ireland, the members of the Medical Household were appointed some to the Queen and some to the Lord Lieutenants, who often served for only short periods and tended to appoint their own personal medical attendants. Also, the distinction between physicians and surgeons, and that between those appointed in-Ordinary and those to the Household was blurred. George William Hatchell was appointed as a surgeon in 1838 and as a physician in 1857.
As well as the lists of Physicians, Surgeons, and Apothecaries, which follow there is a small list, marked "Miscellaneous", of doctors who rendered various services to Queen Victoria, but were not on the Medical Household. There were also a number of Honorary Physicians and Surgeons who appear in the lists of medical attendants. These appointments were given to distinguished medical men, usually those who had served in the Royal Navy, Army, India, or in Public Health. The title was purely honorary, and they had no medical duties. One Director-General of the Army Medical Department, Sir James McGrigor, Bart., who held this office for thirty-four years, never became an Honorary Physician, but did become an Extraordinary Physician to the Queen for nineteen years.
There was a Dental Household in England, Scotland, and Ireland. Finally, there are lists of various paramedical personnel and of pharmacists who rendered service to Queen Victoria.
PAYMENTS
Information on this subject is scanty. At the beginning of the reign, payments to the Medical Household in England varied, but were similar for each grade, which suggests that they were retaining fees rather than for items of service rendered. The Physicians-and Surgeons-in-Ordinary received a nominal £300 per annum, but 311 A. M. Cooke deductions for fees and Stamp Duty reduced the amount to about £213. The Surgeon to the Household received £400, and the Apothecaries about £550, no doubt because their duties were more arduous. In Scotland, a fee of £50 for the Second Physician is mentioned, but this was discontinued in 1844. In Ireland, the State Surgeon received £133 13s. 4d., later reduced to £100. As well as these retaining fees, there may have been payments for services rendered. Indeed, Robert Keate, who became Surgeon-inOrdinary to Queen Victoria in 1837, at the age of sixty, is reported to have said "I have attended four Sovereigns, and have been badly paid for my services. One of them, now deceased, owed me nine thousand guineas." On the other hand, in 1868, one of the Apothecaries, Dr. Thomas Fairbank, submitted an account of £21 17s. 6d. for attendance on the Queen and the Royal Children. This was disallowed on the grounds that it was provided for in his stipend of £200.
The Lord Chamberlain's Expenditure Books are little help, because they are not account books in the ordinary sense of the word, but letter books, that is correspondence to and from the Lord Chamberlain's department about stipends, pensions, and appointments. In 1868, there are two entries which suggest that the total cost of the Medical Household was about £2,254 per annum. As there was little inflation in Queen Victoria's reign, medical stipends did not rise significantly. Income tax was reintroduced in 1842 at sevenpence in the pound, and at the end of the reign was eightpence. The penny post, introduced in 1840, was unchanged sixty years later. 
